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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to an Amendment filed 26 April 2006. Claims 1 , and 3- 
1 1 are presented for further consideration. Claim 1 is currently amended. Claim 3 is 
cancelled. 

Response to Arguments 

Regarding Applicant's arguments, filed 26 April 2006, Applicant contends that the 
Office action mailed 26 January 2006 did not address the amendments made to claim 1 . 
However, upon discussion with Applicant's representative, John G. Posa (Reg # 
37,424), on 17 January 2007 it was determined that the Office action addressed the 
aforementioned amendment (Office action, page 4). Therefore, instant Office action 
restates claim rejections as set forth in the previous Office action. 

Applicant's arguments, with respect to the rejections of claims 1, and 3-1 1 under 
35 (JSC 103(a) have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection 
has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground of rejection is 
made in view of newly found prior art reference McGlothlin et al. (US Patent 6,512,526), 
as set forth below in the Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, and 3-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kamper, in view of McGlothlin et al. (US Patent 6,512,526), 
hereinafter referred to as Kamper and McGlothlin. 

In reference to claim 1 , Kamper discloses a method for transferring configuration 
preferences to a plurality of computers employing a removable storage device, 
(abstract). Kamper explicitly discloses: 

• A method (Figure 4; column 2, lines 1-26) of transferring user preferences 
(i.e. configuration data allocated to different personnel; column 5, line 54 to 
column 6, line 11; Figure 3-item John Doe), comprising the steps of:. 

o Providing a transportable data storage medium, (column 3, line 56 to 

column 4, line 5; Figure 3); 
o Recording on the transportable data storage medium, at a first 
computer (i.e. smart card configured with configuration data 
subsequent to the physical setup of the server), information relating to 
a user's computer configuration preferences, (column 5, lines 54 to 
column 6, line 11); 
o Receiving the transportable data storage medium at a second 
computer, (i.e. the removable storage device reader is easily moved 
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and coupled to a plurality of servers, one after another; column 5, lines 
20-27); 

o At least temporarily configuring the second computer in accordance 
with the information stored on the transportable medium, (i.e. a single 
smart card to be used to configure a plurality of servers; columns 6-7). 
However, Kamper fails to expressly disclose that the configuration data is unique 
information relating to a particular user's computer configuration preferences, including 
information relating to the user's preferred desktop graphical interface. Nonetheless, 
these were well known features in the art at the time of invention, as further evidenced 
by McGlothlin. Therefore, it would have been obvious to accordingly modify the method 
as disclosed by Kamper, for one of ordinary skill in the art. 

In an analogous art, McGlothlin discloses a method that to allow customization of 
an individual user's desktop of a personal computer system environment (abstract; 
Figure 6). McGlothlin discloses the method wherein stored configuration data is unique 
information relating to a particular user's computer configuration preferences (i.e. 
desktop layout for each user (column 4, line 22- column 5, line 31 ); including information 
relating to the user's preferred desktop graphical interface (i.e. desktop layout includes 
graphical portions of desktop components; column 5, lines 32-column 6, line 6). One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to implement this modification so as 
further allow configuration of the computing devices (i.e. including the graphical user 
interface) to be based on the preferences and expertise of different users, thereby 
increasing ease of use (Kamper column 5, line 65-column 6, line 5). 
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In reference claim 3, Kamper shows the method wherein storage medium 
includes information relating to wire or wireless network or dialup communication 
preferences, (i.e. IP address; hostname; gateway; column4, lines 6-13). 

In reference claim 4, Kamper shows the method wherein storage medium 
includes information relating to one or more user files or information relating to a user 
file, (i.e. client boot files; column 3, lines 4-28). 

In reference to claim 5, Kamper shows the method further includes the step of 
accessing a remote location to at least temporarily configure the second computer in 
accordance with the information stored on the transportable storage medium, (column3, 
lines 4-28; Figure 1). 

In reference to claim 6, Kamper shows the method wherein the remote location 
includes data or an application program (i.e. applications) desired by the user at the 
second computer, (column3, lines 4-28; Figure 1). 

In reference to claim 7, Kamper shows the method wherein the step of at least 
temporarily configuring the second computer occurs through re-booting the second 
computer or through a different user log-on (column 4, lines 1-10). 
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In reference to claim 8, Kamper shows the method wherein the storage medium 
uses a magnetic, optical, magneto-optical, or semiconductor memory, (column 3, line 56 
to column 4, line 5; column 5, lines 45-65). 

In reference to claim 9, McGlthlin shows prompting the user to retain the storage 
medium following the reconfiguration of second machine (column 6, lines 39-56). 

In reference to claim 10, Kamper shows the method wherein the storage medium 
is in the form of a disk or card, (i.e. smart card; column 3, line 56 to column 4, line 5; 
column 5, lines 45-65; Figure 3). 

Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kamper and McGlothlin as applied to claim 1, in view of Lenz (US Patent 
6,029,196), hereinafter referred to as Lenz. 

In reference to claim 11, Kamper and McGlothlin disclose substantial features of 
the claimed invention such as storing user files on the storage medium (column 3, lines 
5-26), and storing the user files at a second computer (i.e. storage device created at a 
remote place; column 7, lines 17-28). However, Kamper and McGlothlin do not explicitly 
disclose that the user files are updated in accordance with the user at the second 
computer. Nonetheless, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention to accordingly modify the method as disclosed by Kamper and 
McGlothlin, as further evidenced by Lenz. 
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In an analogous art, Lenz discloses a method for configuration of client 
preferences and settings in a computer environment, wherein updates to client files are 
used to replace existing files (column 2 lines 12-14). One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been so motivated to implement this modification so as to update the user 
files on the storage medium at the second computer replacing existing user files from 
the first computer, thereby alleviating the need to for users to manually. update their 
stored preferences and settings, (Lenz column 1, lines 12-24). 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LaShanya R Nash whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 3957. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton Burgess can be reached on (571) 272-3949. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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